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Technical Area:  Biological Resources
CEC Authors:  Melinda Dorin and Rick York 
CPP Author:  EJ Koford

BACKGROUND
The following information was requested at the PSA Issues Resolution Workshop held
on August 26, 2002.

DATA REQUEST

BIO-10. Please provided a copy of the formal Section 7 consultation for the prior
SMUD gas pipeline.
Response:  Attached are the amendment and the letter from SMUD to USFWS
requesting a review of the mitigation requirements for SMUD’s previous
natural gas pipeline project.  CEC staff should find this useful to ensure that
mitigation for the current project is developed in a manner consistent with the
previous project.

Attached is a copy of the following correspondence:

• Letter dated May 30, 1977 from Lonn Maier (SMUD) to Wayne White (USFWS)

• Letter dated May 20, 1998 from Wayne White (USFWS) to Art Camp (USACOE)
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Technical Area:  Water and Soil Resources
CEC Authors:  Philip Lowe, P.E., Greg Peterson, P.E., & Richard Latteri
CPP Author: Kevin Hudson

BACKGROUND
CEC staff has requested a 15,000 AFY Folsom-South Canal water consumption limit for
operations at Rancho Seco Plant, Rancho Seco Park, and CPP (i.e., cumulative water
use for all functions on Rancho Seco property would not exceed 15,000 AFY). This
issue was discussed at the Issue Resolution Workshop on August 28, 2002.

DATA REQUEST

W&SR-10: Provide the reasons for excluding the first 15,000 AFY of current FSC
water deliveries for use at CPP.

Response:  SMUD meets complex contractual, permit, licensing and
community obligations by managing the water delivered under its USBR
contract via Folsom-South Canal.  Under California Regional Water
Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region, NPDES Discharge Permit
No. CA0004758 (Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. 5-01-182),
SMUD “discharges approximately 13 million gallons per day” of treated
domestic wastewater, processed radioactive water, and dilution water
from the Folsom-South Canal to Clay Creek.  SMUD requires sufficient
water supply to comply with Nuclear Regulatory Commission established
effluent limitations under 10 CFR, Part 50, Appendix I.  10 CFR 20,
Appendix B, Table 2, Column 2 establishes allowable concentrations.
Additionally, the NPDES permit establishes effluent limitations with
allowable concentrations. Folsom-South Canal water is also used to
maintain Rancho Seco Reservoir water level and establish circulation
necessary to maintain coliform at safe levels for recreational users, as well
as causing a daily inflow/outflow that is contributory to maintaining a
healthy aquatic environment..  A reasonable flow is also needed to allow
for water losses from evaporation and percolation to ground.  Therefore,
the minimum non-discretionary water quantity required to meet state and
federal regulations is 15,000 AFY.  This water is not available for other
purposes that would not contribute to the attainment of discharge permit
requirements.

Discharge to Clay Creek from Rancho Seco Plant and spillover from
Rancho Seco Reservoir spillway also support an established riparian
habitat. The downstream creek system was seasonally dry prior to
establishing the effluent flow in the early 1970s. RWQCB has reviewed
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current flow conditions and has determined that the beneficial uses
identified in the Cosumnes River Basin Plan are applicable to Clay Creek.
Maintaining current discharge flow in Clay Creek is necessary to support
the following beneficial uses: potential domestic supply and agricultural
supply, water contact and non-contact recreation and esthetic enjoyment,
groundwater recharge, freshwater replenishment, and preservation and
enhancement of fish, wildlife and other aquatic resources.  Sufficient
water volume is necessary to preserve these aspects.

While Rancho Seco Plant nuclear decommissioning activities are currently
anticipated to be complete by 2008 and non-nuclear decommissioning
complete by about 2011, there has not been a determination by state or
federal regulators whether the current discharge requirements will extend
past decommissioning.  SMUD is unable to speculate upon future
discharge requirements, and defers to the requirements established by
known permits, agreements and licenses.


